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Great Eyewear • Sunglasses • Contact Lenses
Eye exams with Dr. Matt Anderson

772 Cleveland Ave. So. (at Ford Parkway)
651-224-2883

Valid thru July 31, 2018. Cannot be combined with insurance benefits,
not valid on previous orders. Not valid on Maui Jim sunglasses.

arthurwilliamsoptical.comarthurwilliamsoptical.com

                                     and Save $75 on
a complete pair of prescription sunglasses.  

Celebrate Summer!

Old Address 
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St. Paul, MN 55102 

New Address 
1804 7th Street West 

Suite 200 
St. Paul, MN 55116 

Just a short move down the road! 
 

Phone Numbers 
651-227-7806 (Main Number) 

651-256-6714 (Central Appointment Line) 
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 Welcome to our Tradition of Caring

Pediatric and
Young Adult Medicine

Saturday Morning
Appointments Available

1804 7th Street West, Suite 200
St. Paul 55116

www.pyam.com
651-227-7806 (Main Number)

651-256-6714 (Central Appointment Line)

Complete Primary Pediatric Care.                              

 “A
   Family

     Tradition”

Petting Zoo • Fireworks • Carnival Rides • Bingo
Youth Pet Shows • Farmer for the Day • 4-H Exhibits
Beer Tent • Gibbs Farm • Amateur Talent Show
Food Booths • Music Daily • Parade & MuCH MoRE!

2020 White Bear Avenue (Corner of Frost & White Bear Ave)
Maplewood, MN

ramseycountyfair.com

FREE
ADMISSION

$3.00
PARKING
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Blending into the neighborhood
Award honors new construction with historic appeal

By Roger Barr

The Macalester-Groveland Com-
munity Council is now taking 
nominations for Blend Awards, a 

new program that recognizes new con-
struction and major remodeling proj-
ects in St. Paul that honor the character 
of their respective neighborhoods. 

This is the first year that the Blend 
Awards will be given in St. Paul. The 
program is cosponsored by the Macal-
ester-Groveland Community Council 
(MGCC) in partnership with the Min-
neapolis-based Blend organization. It is 
intended to create an incentive for prop-
erty owners, architects and contractors 
to build and remodel homes and com-
mercial buildings that blend into their 
neighborhoods. 

“We’ve been trying for several years 
to address what people don’t want to see 
in the neighborhood,” said Liz Boyer, 
MGCC’s executive director. “Blend 
Awards encourage diverse and innova-
tive designs that are also compatible 
with the surrounding neighborhood. 
We see this as a way to address the issue 
from a positive angle rather than solely a 
restrictive one.” 

“We’re very excited to expand the 
awards to St. Paul and to work with Mac-
Groveland to do so,” said Brad Schulz, 
community outreach coordinator for 
Blend, which has operated the awards 
program in Minneapolis for several 
years. “It’s a great way to expand blend-
ing to an area that has great architecture, 
great builders and excellent architects.”

Partnering with Blend allowed MGCC 
to move forward without “reinventing 
the wheel,” according to Michele Myers 
Berg, who sits on an MGCC Housing 
and Land Use subcommittee that tracks 
construction projects that may or may 
not blend in and offers resources for 
homeowners considering renovations. 

To choose the winners of Blend 
Awards, MGCC has appointed a panel 
of judges that includes architects John 
Albers, Isabel Chavier and Frank Louis 
and landscape architects Meg Arnosti 
and Carol Zoff. A separate panel will 
judge the nominees in Minneapolis. 

Blend Awards were started in 2007 as 
a project of the Fulton Neighborhood 
Association in the southwest corner of 
Minneapolis. Fulton has struggled for 
years with existing homes being torn 
down and replaced with “McMan-
sions”—much larger houses that dwarf 
neighboring homes and are deemed out 
of character with the rest of the neigh-
borhood. Blend has since been spun off 
as its own organization.  

Blend Awards are given for both resi-
dential and commercial buildings in the 
areas of new construction, remodeling 
or additions, outbuildings, landscap-
ing, building exteriors, and sustainable 
building and eco-friendly design. The 
awards do not come with any money. Its 
value is just the pride in “knowing that 
you’re being a good neighbor,” Schulz 
said. 

Pride is what Bob Schmitt felt when 
he received a Blend Award in 2017 for 
the remodeling of his home in Minne-
apolis’ Longfellow neighborhood. The 
house was a 750-square-foot cottage 
that Schmitt had lived in for 17 years. 
The remodeling expanded it to 2,400 
square feet by adding an art studio and 
transforming a half basement with an 
octopus furnace into a finished full 
basement. One foot was added to the 
width of the house. The length, which 

had included a screened porch in back, 
remained unchanged.  

The Blend Award was a source of 
pride for Schmitt’s builder, D.T. Carl-
son Company of Hugo, too. “It’s a great 
award,” said Dan Carlson. “I think it 
urges designers and home builders to 
take the challenge of utilizing square feet 
and to focus on design. Blend Awards 
are good for neighborhoods. We’d love 
to be involved again.” 

Blend distributes free guidelines on 
residential construction and renovation 
to any interested parties, Schulz said. 
That neither Schmitt nor Carlson was 
initially aware of the awards program 
represents both a challenge and an op-
portunity for Blend to educate home-
owners, architects and contractors. 

“We have anecdotal information that 
customers are coming to architects and 
builders now and asking for something 
not like the McMansions they’re seeing,” 
Schulz said. “They know what they don’t 
like and are looking for something else.” 

Schulz noted that there has been 
an increase in nominations since the 
awards program was started five years 
ago—“from a handful to 25 to 30 annu-
ally,” he said. “The quality of the entries 
has also increased.” 

Blend Awards represent the carrot 
approach to preventing new construc-
tion and major remodeling projects that 
erode the historic character of a neigh-
borhood. Myers Berg compared these 
projects to the remodeling of Central 
High School in the 1980s. “Central High 
was transformed from a stately Clarence 
Johnston-designed school into what 
looks like a correctional facility,” she said 
of her alma mater.

Myers Berg lives near a new home that 
she said is clearly out of character with 
the rest of the neighborhood. According 

to her, the issue is invariably a matter of 
scale. “Often the developers are hyper-
focused on size, and often their homes 
are not at a human scale where you feel 
balanced,” she said. 

If Blend Awards represent the carrot 
approach, the laws passed by local gov-
ernments are the sticks. In 2015, the St. 
Paul City Council passed an ordinance 
that regulates the height, setback and de-
sign of new and remodeled homes in the 
Macalester-Groveland and Highland 
Park neighborhoods.

That same year, a group of Macalester-
Groveland residents waged a successful 
battle to stop a homeowner from tear-
ing down a century-old house in good 
condition and replacing it with a larger 
structure they deemed out of character 
with the surrounding Tangletown area. 
That battle led to an effort to designate 
Tangletown as a historical conservation 
district that would further articulate 
what could and could not be done in 
residential construction in the neigh-
borhood.

Last July the St. Paul City Council ap-
proved a resolution directing the city’s 
Department of Planning and Economic 
Development (PED) to study the con-
servation district issue and report back 
with any recommendations. According 
to PED marketing and public relations 
manager Hanna Burchill, the depart-
ment is awaiting the results of a his-
torical survey by Macalester Groveland 
residents. Though the survey has been 
completed, it is still under review by the 
Minnesota Historical Society’s State His-
toric Preservation Office. 

Nominations for Blend Awards are 
being accepted until July 31. For more 
information or to nominate a project, 
visit macgrove.org or blendaward.org.

Among recent Blend Award winners in Minneapolis are the Minnehaha Park-
way cottage at top, which grew from 750 to 2,400 square feet without losing 
its original appeal, and the newly constructed Irving Avenue home above.


